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X. An Account of a Child being taken out
of the Abdomen, after having lain there
upwards of 16 Years, during which Time
the Woman had 4 Children, all born alive ;
by Starkey Myddleton M. D.

Gentlemen, |
Read Dec. 17. HE Records of your Society furnifh
1747 us with feveral Cafes of cxtra-utc-
rinc Conceptions; one of which I communicated
to you March 28. 1745.% ncverthele(s I could not
help flattering myfclf that this Cafe alfo might be
worthy your Notice.

A

IN April 1731. Mrs. Ball, without Bifhop[pate,
perccived (by the ufual Symptoms) that fhe was preg-
nant; and in Oéfeber following, being then in the
fixth Month of her Pregnancy, fhe had a Child died
in her Lap of Convulfions, the Surprize of which
occafion’d a great Fluttering within her, attended
with a fenfible Motion of the Child, which Motion
continued, tho’ gradually weaker and weaker, for
about.6 or 7 Days, after which fhe did not per-
ceive it to move any more; but from this time the
had conftant Pains attending her, which appeard
like Labour-Pains. Her Midwife, for feveral Days,
cxpefted a Mifcarriage; but finding herfelf difap-
pointed, advifed her to apply to Dr. Bamber, whofe
known Abilities in the fcveral Branches of Phyfick,
joined to his great Expcrience and Judgment in

Llll 2 Midwifry,

% See Philof. Tranf. N°, 475. p. 336.
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Midwifry, made him unqueftionably the moft pro-
per Perfon to be confulted, as the Cafe appear’d fo
very uncommon in its Circumftances, at the fame
time that his great Humanity always gave the moft
free Accefs to the Poor in their Diftrefles.

The Doctor (after a proper Examination) finding
fufficient Indications of a dead Child, orderd her
fome forcing Medicines; upon "taking which about
three times fhe difcharg’d fomething, which the Wo-
men fuppos'd to be Part of an After-birth, accom-
panied with a fmall Quantity of Water : In confc-
quence of this Difcharge her Pains ceafed, but with-
out any vifible Diminution of her Belly.

After fome time fhe again apply’d herfelf to. the
Doé&or, who thought it moft advifeable to difcon-
tinue her Medicines, and leave the Affair intirely to
Natre.

In this State fhe continued for about 20 Months
viz. to fuly 1733. which was 2 Ycars and 3
Months from her firft Reckoning, fhe then again
apply’d herfelf to Dr. Bamber, acquainti- 3 him, ‘that
fhe was not yet deliver’d of the Child The fo long
fince came to confult him abour, and that her Pams
were lately return’d, and daily increafed without any
Intermiflion, upon the Do&ors cxamining her, he
thought it proper to fend hcr home xmncdmtc‘v,
dxrc&m’r her to promote her Pains, by frequentiy
fappm" fome warm Caudic, évc b) tic Ule or
which her Pains became more regular, and the next
Day the DoCor made her a Vifit, and was informed
{he had difcharg’d two Waters, but noching morc :
He then carefully . examined her again, and plainly
felt a Child through the Intcguments of the Abdo-
wnen, bac could not give her avy Affiflance.

It
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It was about this time that Dr. Bamber fift ac
quainted me with the Cafe, and defired that I would
attend her as often as Occafion might require, and thatI
would acquaint him, if any thing likc Labour, or other
remarkable Altcration fhould offer.  Accordingly I
madc her a Vifir, and after a proper Examination,
was convinc'd of the Certainty of the Dotor’s Al
fertion. ; ;

Her Pains now began to abate, and fhe grew to-
lerably cafy ;. but about the latter End of Fanuary
1733-4. fhe conceived again with Child, and was
deliverd on the 28th of Océfeber following by Dr.
Bamber, who fent for me to attend him in her
Labour: The Do&or foon dcliver’d her of a fine
Boy, and after having brought away thc Placenta,
he fearch’d for the other Child, which he had before
fclt through the Integuments of the Abdomen, but
found it was ledg’d in the Cavity of the Abdomen,
and beyond the Reach of human Art to relieve her.
This Fa&t every one then prefent was made fen-
fible of.

Oftober 22. 173s. 1 was fent for to her in her
Labour, but before my Arrival fhe was deliver'd of
a Boy; but I brought away the Placenta, which
gave me an Opportunity of examining for the other
Child, and fonrnd it in the famc Situation as for-
merly.

Oftober 9. 1738. [ was again fent for to her, when
in Labour, but {hc was deliver’d of a Boy before I ar
rived. - Upon cxamining the Womb, and the State
of the _4odomen, the Child appear'd juft as betore,
without any Alterition..

Yume 17, 1741, 1 was again fent for in her La-
beur, but fourd her jnkt deliverd of a Giri; and

pon
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upon examining the Parts, cvery thing appear’d as
before.

O¢lsber 14.. 1747. being greatly cmaciated by
conftant Pains, &r¢. the was admitted a Patient in
Guy's Hofpital, where the died the 7th of Novem-
ber following, after having labour’d under the Dif-
trefies and Uncafine(s of carrying a dead Child
within her, in a manncr loofc, in the Cavity of the
Abdomen upwards of 16 Ycats. _

The Day after her Death I open’d her, in the Pre-
fence of Dr. Nesbit, Dr. Nichols, and Dr. Law-
rence, when the Uterus, and the {cveral other Con-
tents of the Abdomen appeard (ncatly) in their na-
tural State, but on the right Side within the Os
Hinm a Child prefented itfelf, which was attach’d
to the Iium and ncighbouring Membranes by a Por-
tion of the Peritoneum, in which the Fimbria and
Part of the right Iallopian Tube fcem’d to lofe
itfelf.

The Child feem’d no-ways putrid; but the Inte-
guments were become f{o callous, and chang’d from
their natural State, that the whole fcem’d to refem-
ble a cartilaginous Mafs, without Form or Diftinc-
tion: The Legs indeed were diftinguithable, though
they were much wafted and diftorted.

Upon opening the callous Integuments of the
Hcad and Facc of the Child, the Bones appear’d per-
feétly form’d, with a few Spots of tophous Concre-
tions on them.

This Account may ferve to convince thofe who
atrc of Opinion that Boys arc conccived on the

right Side, and the Girls on the lcft; as this Wo-
man
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man had three Boys, and one Girl, after the Fallo-
pran Tube on the right Side had loft its Ation.
I am,

Gentlemen,
With great Refpeit,
Decem. 17.
1747. 2our moft obedient and

Moft humble Servant,
Starkecy Myddleton.

XI. A Phyfiological Account of the Cafe of
Margaret Cutting, who [peaks diftintly,
tho’ fbe has loft the Apex and Body of her
Tonguc : .dddreffed to the Royal Society,
by James Parfons M. D. F.R. S.

Gentlemen,

Read Dec. 17. S feveral of the Members of this
AT worthy Soczery were fomewhat di-
vided in their Opinions concerning what was re-
ported of Margaret Cutting, when they were firftin:
torm’d of her by Mr. Baker* ; it will be necetlary
{in order to render her Cafe the better nndceritood)
to lay before you the following fhort Particulars,

which

* Sco thefe Tranf. N°. 464, Artic. I p. 147, ¢ fig.



